
 
 
 

 

An open letter on the crisis in Darfur to the leaders of the European Union, 
the United States, India, South Africa, and other great democracies 

 
 
After the Holocaust, the world said ‘never again’ to genocide. Yet our will to prevent the murder and 

destruction of particular peoples was not sufficient to stop further genocides, even in the closing years 

of the last century. The genocides in Rwanda and Bosnia are a scar on the conscience of the world, and 

they led to insecurity and suffering on a scale which is beyond comprehension. 

 

Today, in the early years of a new century the world stares in the hideous face of genocide once again. 

In Darfur, the black population faces annihilation at the hands of Arab Janjaweed and other militias, 

supported by the Sudanese regime in Khartoum. This is not a civil war or a religious conflict, but a 

calculated strategy of intimidation and ethnic cleansing. It is designed to kill, remove or enslave black 

people in Darfur. 200,000 have already been murdered, with a further two million driven from their 

homes. 

 

We therefore urge our leaders – of the European Union and its member-states, the United States of 

America, India, South Africa, and other democratic nations the world over – to ensure that genocide 

does not destroy the people of Darfur. And although a genocide in Darfur is a serious moral issue, it is 

also a concern paramount to European security. Should the situation deteriorate further, it will spill 

over and damage an already unstable region, creating a breeding ground for extremism and terror. 

Moreover, we have a clear strategic interest to prevent attempts by the People’s Republic of China to 

support repressive regimes in Africa in return for energy concessions. 

 

In light of such circumstances, we call on our governments to empower and fund the African Union, so 

that it has one last chance to deal with the crisis. Meanwhile, our leaders must apply as much pressure 

as may be required on the Sudanese regime in order to make it cooperate with the international 

community. Khartoum must allow international forces with a robust mandate into Darfur to reverse 

ethnic cleansing and re-establish the rule of law, in accordance with United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 1706. Should this cooperation not be forthcoming, we call on our governments to take all 



the necessary action – insofar as is possible in coordination with the United Nations – to ensure that 

the people of Darfur are protected, and that those driven from their livelihoods be allowed to return to 

their homes. This may require the speedy deployment of peace enforcers and the establishment of no-

fly zones, in order to prevent the Sudanese regime from assisting the Janjaweed in their murder. 

  

For many months, Darfur has stood on a precipice; today, it is very close to falling off 

into a dark age of chaos, carnage and genocidal murder. We must not let this happen. 
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