(GO Na 68, this hg, dd 19 3ept 45, contained IX Segtions)

HE.DqW.RTERS TWENTIZTH AIR FORCE
4PO 234, ¢/o Postmaster !
San Francisco, California

GENER::L ORDERS )
4 20 September 1945
NO,- a8 . e ‘69)

- SECTION I

» . GAWARD OF THE uIlV”R STnR«-By directlon of the President, under the provi-
gions-of the Lct of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull 43, 1918), and pur-
suant-to authorlty delegated by Headquarters United States Army Strategic 4dr
Forces ‘in letter, file AG 323, subject: ™Definition of Administrative Respon-
sibilities" - dated 6 ﬁugﬁst 1945, announcement is made of the award of the
Silver Star to the following named officers and enlisted men of the 509th Com-
posite Group:

For gallantry in action while engaged in merial flight against the Japanese
Empire ‘on b August 1945. These individuals were combat crew members of the B-29
aireraft which flew from-'a base in the Marianas Islands to drop on the ecity of
Hiroshima, Japan, the first atomic bomb to be used in warfare., Flying 1500 miles
over open water to the coast of Japan, they manned their assigned positions and
crossed the islapd of Shikoku and the Inland Sea, They constantly faced the dan-
-~ger of ‘being hit by azsi-aircraft fire, enemy fighters , or suffering mechanical
or other failures which would intensify the risks of earrying this powerful miss-
iles Throughout the mission the element of hazard from the. unknown.prevailed,
for this was the first time this bomb, much more destructive than any other in
existance, had been drcpped from an airplane. The effect it would have on the
airplane and thess crew members was only to be estimated. Shortly after 0900
they brought the plane in over the city, and at 0915 the bomb release was pressed.
The bomb cleared, and fell towards the planned objective. They then headed from
the area and, despite a mipor offect from the detonation, returned safely to their
home base. By their courage and skillful peyformance of duty achieved in out-
standing fashion despite the dangers involved in accemplishment of this historie
mission, thesé individuals distinguished themcelves by extraordinary achievement
and’ reflect great credit on themseclves and tqe aArmy Air Forces.

Majbn THGMAS # FEREEEE, OA&thO Air Gorps, Unitad States nrmy, as Bombardler.

Captain ROBERT Ldl::. 0668015. air Corps, United ata‘bes ‘:rmy. as Co-Pi lot‘
L gy ezl

Captain THEODORE J ' 06 021, Alr Corns,,ﬁ;?%ﬁd States Army, as Navigators

First Lieutenant IACOB BESER, 0855&61 ﬁir Gorps, Unlted States Army, as Radarr
Gounteereaaure Offlcer.
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Sagoud’ Lleutenart MDRRIS R IHPPSON, 086&456 Air Corpa. Un1ted States Army, as
Electronics Officers

Staff Sergeant GECRGE R CLRON, 121&313&, Air Corps, United States Army, as

Central Fire Control Gunners
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otaff swgeant dY {I'T E ‘DUSENBURY;, 3618151;6 An- corps, Unltad States Amy, as’
Fllght Englneer.
Sergeant ROBERT R SHUhuRD\ 206&1&86 hir Corps. Unitod otates @rmy. as Alrplane
Mechanic - Gunnar.
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" Sergeant JOE 4 STIBORIK, 18190899, iir Cofps, United States srny, as Radio
Operator,

Privete First Class RICH.FD H NELSQN; 59'?0.6799’,’ ';A'j:r'lGorPS:‘Uhiteii States Army,
as Radar Operators
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- AN.FD ‘OF THE BRONZE STiR MEDALw=By direction .of the President, under the
provisions of Executive Order No 9419, 4 February 1944 (See II Bull 3, WD, 1944),
~and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army Strategic
4ir Forces in letter, file A% 323, subjeet: "Definition of asdmiqistratlve Resg=
pongibilities", dated 6 Lugust 1945, announcement is made of the award of the
Bronze Star Medal %o the following named officers: . ey

Major “CL&HD D SPLNLEVR05620 15 Mquart’aa’!s.ﬂrwemreth Aix Foree, Lir Corps.
United .:.-tates Army, for meritorious achievemernt in connection with military
Operatlo?ﬂ agalnst an enemy of the United atates from 21;. May 191;5 to 2 September

1945

Gaptaln JOiiN M JOHANNES, 0163094, 73d Bombardment Wing, Alr Corps, Unitcd States
Lrmy, for meritorious achievement in connection with military operatlons agalnst
an enemjt ;‘rcm 23 sugust 194 to 15 August 1945.
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