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FATA Scholarship Fund

-Education for boys and girls from the tribal area -

Lt Gen (ret.) Ali Muhammad Jan Aurakzai

Former Governor of North -West Frontier Province (NWFP)

and

Sahabzada Abdus -Samad Khan
Pakistan Editor, World Security Network

Islamabad, March, 2009



1The FATA Scholarship Fund: Investment for the Future of FATA

Lt Gen (ret.) Ali Aurakzai, as governor of the North -
West Frontier Province (NWFP) and initiator of the 
FATA scholarship program, congratulates one 
recipient of the official scholarship program for boys 
and girls from FATA in his residence in Peshawar. For 
the past two years, 5,000 students have applied 
each year for only 100 scholarships. 98% are turned 
away without support.

ñAllah will exalt in degree those of 
you who believe and those who have 
been granted knowledge. And Allah 
is well-acquainted with what you 
do.ò

Holy Qurôan, Al-Mujadilah 58:11

ñEducation makes people easy to 
lead, but difficult to drive; easy to 
govern, but impossible to enslave.ò

Henry Peter Brougham, 
Lord Chancellor of the 

United Kingdom (1830-34)

ñThe highest result of education is 
tolerance.ò

Helen Keller, American author



2Request to sponsor 100 scholarships for students from FATA

ÅFormer Governor Lt Gen (ret.) Ali Muhammad Jan Aurakzai and Sahabzada 
Abdus-Samad Khan, Pakistan Editor of the World Security Network, kindly ask 
your government to sponsor 100 scholarships for boys and girls from this 
strategically important region. The scholarships would fund six years of higher 
education in the neighboring North -West Frontier Province (NWFP). The total 
cost covering all six years of school/college would be only ú1 million.

ÅWhy is this an important and achievable first step for FATA?

1. More than 5,000 girls and boys apply for the existing scholarships 
each year, and travel the long way to Peshawar for the exam. But 
only 100 are funded, and 98% have to return home without support.

2. The existing scholarship program has been running successfully for 
two years.

3. The program was started by Lt Gen (ret.) Aurakzai as Governor of 
the NWFP. He will lead the FATA Scholarship Fund personally and 
oversee quality control and safe funding procedures.

4. Supporting the younger generation is the key to long term success in 
the FATA; this can be best achieved through access to better 
education.

5. Two EU countries have already agreed to support 250 scholarships.
6. Funding educational programs for FATA is a vital 'soft factor' of 

peacemaking.
7. The controlling of the money will be done efficiently and 

transparently ïas proposed by former Pakistani Foreign Secretary 
Riaz Khokhar in the presentation to the second WSN-RCDS FATA 
Workshop in London -www.worldsecuritynetwork.com/FATA. 



3FATA Scholarship Fund

Project location: Schools and colleges in NWFP 
and Punjab

Proposed starting date: September 2009

Project duration: Six years (class 7 to 12)

Amount requested: for 100 students 
ú1 million. This comprises ú1,415 per year per 
student for six academic years totals ú849,000 
plus administration costs of ú2,097 per month.

Aims: 500 scholarships funded by various 
countries, later increased to 1,000. All 
scholarships are awarded out of an annual pool of 
5,000 applicants. Increase of supported children 
from 2% to 10% and finally 20%. Full program 
with support for 1,000 students costs only ú10m.

Organization: National foundations of the 
independent World Security Network receive 
national funding transferred to the newly 
established FATA Welfare Organizationin 
Islamabad, chaired by Ali Aurakzai and supported 
by Samad Khan as Secretary General, who 
implement the scholarships in Peshawar.
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