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1The Aims of the WSN-RCDS FATA Workshop in London 

The WSN-RCDS FATA Workshop has the following aims: 

Å Enhancing the rolling consensus, from the dynamic new Obama 
administration (fresh strategic approach from Munich Security Conference by 
Biden, Jones, Petraeus, Holbrooke; new regional strategy for Afghanistan 
including Pakistan; Lugar-Biden initiative of $15bn support for Pakistan) to 
the European countries and the Gulf States, to support Pakistan with a focus 
on the tribal areas (FATA) and to separate the tiny radical minority of less 
than 1 percent from the great majority of 99 percent of peaceful people.

Å Getting away from pure tactics to a new, credible, doable and comprehensive 
strategy with assessment within the next three months. Integrating the 
historic fact that since Alexander the Great the Pashtun tribes ïincluding 
those in FATA ïhave always successfully resisted foreign occupation. 
Looking for an entry strategy into the exit of NATO in some years. Preventing 
the undermining of the Glue of Pakistan, the Army, by foreign intervention. 
Accepting that Pakistan will not give up any asset in Afghanistan, and is 
uncertain about the the sustainability of NATO engagement there and Indiaôs 
influence.

Å Instead of complaining about a ólawless regionô or a ósanctuarium for
terroristsô,start formulating a fresh and smart FATA containment policy  
together with the Pakistani government and military, as a new double 
strategy of power and reconciliation, combining both military means ïlike 
support for the local Frontier Corps ïand civilian development ïprojects by 
NGOs and the FATA Secretariat ïin this region which is so strategically 
important for homeland security in Europe, the U.S. and the Gulf states as 
well as for the stability of Pakistan, Afghanistan and India.

1



2The Aims of the WSN-RCDS FATA Workshop in 
London (II)

Å Strengthening the still weak security partnership with 
Pakistan in FATA, across the border in Afghanistan, and 
in homeland security; ending the 'blame game', and 
implementing military, intelligence and important 
civilian actions to help the Pakistani government and its 
forces to contain and defeat the radicals who threaten 
this important Muslim country. Stabilize the progress 
with 120,000 Pakistani soldiers actively fighting in 
FATA, with 1,600 casualties and now 11 of top 20 
óhigh-value targetsô eliminated in the past six months by 
U.S. strikes,with less civilian casualties now.

Å Focusing on convincing the tribes to demand that 
Osama bin Laden and his Al Qaeda leave, giving them 
incentives and assurances of the West and Pakistan to 
leave them alone ïusing fresh security interests of 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to neutralize this global 
phantom of terror now. óCarve out Al Qaedaô is focus.

Å Integrating the national interests of Pakistan with  a 
desire for óstrategic depthô in Afghanistaninto the 
strategic planning and action of the U.S., EU, NATO 
and the Gulf states and vice versa the security interests 
of the West and India. Containment of too -radicals and 
peace in Afghanistan are both in Pakistan's national and 
FATA population interests and a priority for the 
Pakistan Army now. New thinking is developing now.
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3The Aims of the WSN-RCDS FATA Workshop in London 
(III)

Å Moving from agreement to immediate actions in FATA after 
seven years lost: start now concrete initial civilian projects 
for the FATA population, perhaps first for security reasons 
at the border to FATA. Ideal pilots should be achievable 
under adverse conditions in FATA; require moderate 
funding; take effect for the suffering people rapidly; use 
resources efficiently; be easy to implement; employ reliable 
people and institutions; allow effective control and 
monitoring of funds. For this we need creativity as well as 
Churchillian wisdom and a óYes, we canô approach. Albert 
Einstein once said: "Imagination is more important than 
knowledge" and "We can't solve problems by using the 
same kind of thinking we used when we created them.ñ

Å Poland, the UK, Germany as well as Saudi Arabia should 
not wait for the new administration in Washington and lose 
more time, but should now forcefully start funding first 
FATA projects to develop from political promises to real 
action. Barack Obama will demand more support in this 
region from his allies soon. London, Berlin and Warsaw 
must lead in Europe with the first ice -breaker projects 
according to the List of FATA Priority Projects. Only words 
and a series of one conference after another without action 
on the ground are no longer enough and contradict the 
national interest of the European countries and the Gulf 
States as well. Precise plans and actions are needed ïnot 
more meetings.
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